The George Sand-

invasion, there is no more despair possible, and that is what
proves once more our abasement. "Ah! God be thanked, the
Prussians are there!" is the universal cry of the bourgeois. I
put messieurs the workmen into the same pack, and would have
them all thrust together into the river! Moreover they are on
the way there, and then calm will return. We are going to
become a great, flat industrial country like Belgium. The dis-
appearance of Paris (as center of the government) will render
France colorless and dull. She will no longer have a heart, a
center, nor, I think, a spirit.

As for the Commune, which is about to die out, it is the last
manifestation of the Middle Ages. The very last, let us hope!

I hate democracy (at least the kind that is understood in
France), that is to say, the exaltation of mercy to the detriment
of justice, the negation of right, in a word, antisociability.

The Commune rehabilitates murderers, quite as Jesus par-
doned thieves, and they pillage the residences of the rich,
because they have been taught to curse Lazarus, who was not a
bad rich man, but simply a rich man. "The Republic is above
every criticism" is equivalent to that belief: "The pope is infal-
lible !" Always formulas! Always gods!

The god before the last, which was universal suffrage, has
just shown his adherents a terrible farce by nominating "the
murderers of Versailles." What shall we believe in, then? In
nothing! That is the beginning of wisdom. It was time to
have done with "principles" and to take up science, and investi-
gation. The only reasonable thing (I always come back to
that) is a government by mandarins, provided the mandarins
know something and even that they know many things. The
people is an eternal infant, and it will be (in the hierarchy of
social elements) always in the last row, since it is number, mass,
the unlimited. It is of little matter whether many peasants
know how to read and listen no longer to their cure, but it is of
great matter that many men like Renan or Littre should be
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